293. THE PLAGUE

With the advent of the wet season, we have rumours of plague, as
well as actual cases. We must once more draw the attention of our Indian
friends to the letter we published in these columns, addressed by the Health
Officer for the Borough of Durban. We cannot but think that this is an
opportunity for the Indians to show their capability, and it is for the leaders
to come forward and appeal to the rank and file with reference to strict
observance of sanitary regulations. The plague is undoubtedly the off-
spring of poverty and filth. We know that the poorer class of Indians
are not in a position to do all that may be necessary. They may not, for
instance, be able to have well-ventilated rooms or houses situated in healthy
localities, but when allowance has been made for all these things, there
is undoubtedly a great deal that can be done by proper co-operation and
gentle coaxing, and we hope that the community will rise to the occasion
and take the necessary precautions. We would, at the same time, draw
the attention of our esteemed Health Officer to the condition of the Western
Vlei1 and the Eastern VleL These two spots require immediate attention,
and with them the Indians are unable to deal. It is for the Town Council
to take heroic measures, and either permanently mend the two places
or end them. They are, anyway, a reflection on the premier borough
in South Africa. The disquieting news from Johannesburg, too, should
place us on our guard, and we have no doubt that the British Indians
there will do their duty, and assist the authorities in every possible manner
to prevent a repetition of the outbreak that took place last year. We are
informed that the attention of the authorities has been more than once
drawn to the state of the Malay Location, and, although it is kept by the
inhabitants in a very good condition, whilst the houses are well built,
the fact that practically the whole of the Indian population of the burnt-
down Location is now concentrated in the Malay Location should not
be lost sight of, and the Town Council of Johannesburg will not be able
to free itself from blame if the plague unfortunately breaks out in the
Location. It has, certainly, hitherto failed in its duty to provide permanent
shelter for those who were dispossessed on the burning of the Indian Loca-
tion, and, as the custodian of the public health, it will have failed in its
s duty still further if it neglects to remove the pressure on the Malay Location.
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l Vlei is a swamp.